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to our stuff, except for agriculture. They’ve been
pretty open toward us. But when there’s no
growth, they have no money to buy anything
new. So the thing that I’m most worried about
is that it will put America on the wrong side
of history and it will take us in a direction that

is just where we don’t want to go as we move
toward the 21st century. That overwhelms every
other concern.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the Massachusetts Building Trades Council Endorsement of
NAFTA
November 12, 1993

Today, we saw a profile in courage. Leo Pur-
cell, president of the Massachusetts Building
Trades Council, endorsed NAFTA in a letter
to fellow union workers.

In addition to saying, as I have, that this is
a choice between change and status quo, Purcell
wrote, ‘‘No longer can nations afford to build

invisible walls at their borders because there
are no longer national borders to free trade.’’

I applaud Mr. Purcell for his leadership, cour-
age, and vision and for his strong confidence
in the American worker.

NOTE: A copy of Mr. Purcell’s letter was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Notice on Continuation
of Emergency Regarding Chemical and Biological Weapons Proliferation
November 12, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On November 16, 1990, in light of the dan-

gers of the proliferation of chemical and biologi-
cal weapons, President Bush issued Executive
Order No. 12735 and declared a national emer-
gency under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).
Under section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), the national
emergency terminates on the anniversary date
of its declaration unless the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice of its continuation.

The proliferation of chemical and biological
weapons continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. Therefore,
I am hereby advising the Congress that the na-
tional emergency declared on November 16,
1990, must continue in effect beyond November
16, 1993. Accordingly, I have extended the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive Order

No. 12735 and have sent a notice of extension
to the Federal Register for publication.

Section 204 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act contain periodic re-
porting requirements regarding activities taken
and money spent pursuant to an emergency dec-
laration. The following report is made pursuant
to these provisions. Additional information on
chemical and biological weapons proliferation is
contained in the report to the Congress pro-
vided pursuant to the Chemical and Biological
Weapons Control and Warfare Elimination Act
of 1991.

The three export control regulations issued
under the Enhanced Proliferation Control Initia-
tive are fully in force and have been used to
control the export of items with potential use
in chemical or biological weapons or unmanned
delivery systems for weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

During the last 6 months, the United States
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